MEMORIAL ,
Bert Salwen, 1920—-1988

Bert Salwen, Professor of Anthropology at New York University and considered by many to be the
““father’” of urban archaeology, died unexpectedly on Christmas Day 1988, in his Greenwich Village
home. He was 68 years old. Bert will be remembered as a pioneer, in a new archaeological field. He will
also be remembered for his personal characteristics, for his love of archaeology, for his modesty and
integrity, his honesty, humor, and lack of pretension, and for his warmth.

At the time of his death, Salwen was deeply involved in New York University’s joint program in
history and historical archacology which he had created. It is one of the few genuinely interdisciplinary
programs in this field, and although relatively new, its students have already produced a number of
Master’ theses and PhD dissertations. Salwen was also in the final stage of completing a report on the
first major archaeological excavation in Greenwich Village, the Sullivan Street site, analyzing the
artifactual material and documentary evidence from the Village’s first, suburban phase of development.

Salwen compressed a great deal of archaeology into a 30-year second career. His first profession was
that of engineer; he worked in aircraft and machine design and as a contractor for 15 years. His engineering
background was useful to him later on, and was always visible in his drafting, his meticulous fieldwork,
and his comfort with straightforward, basic quantitative analysis. But Bert became fascinated with
archaeology, as an amateur, and in 1957 entered the Columbia University PhD program in the Department
of Anthropology.

In a recent interview, Salwen acknowledged that William Duncan Strong had the greatest influence on
his intellectual development at Columbia; this can be seen in Salwen’s later interest in the Contact period,
and in his concern with archaeological field technique. Strong was responsible for Bert’s first
professional field work experience, as an assistant to Carlyle Smith, working in South Dakota. Richard
Woodbury, Ralph Solecki, and Morton Fried were also important academic influences at Columbia.
Jacques Bordaz and Jerome Jacobson were studying archacology there during the same period of time.

His first full-time faculty position was at Bennington College, where Salwen taught for three years.
In 1966 he went to New York University to join a new department that was being organized with a focus
on Urban Anthropology. He was Director of Graduate Studies at NYU for many years, and served as
Acting Chair for several years. He was committed to field training as an essential part of the archaeology
program and taught-a summer field class for 21 of the 25 summers between 1962 and 1987, with spring
and/or fall classes in some of those years also. Although he concentrated his field research in New York,
he did fieldwork in 10 other states (including Alaska), plus the District of Columbia. Students who
participated in these field schools will always remember his fierce insistence on technical excellence, the
familial quality (and fun) of group life, and his harmonica playing.

Salwen was committed to students. This can be seen in the many papers he wrote with them. He was
always teaching archaeology, formally or informally, and his enthusiasm gave him a Pied Piper quality
that is probably responsible for a number of careers in archaeology. He taught graduate, undergraduate,
and high school students, and when he was a consultant to the United States Department of the Interior
he designed and taught basic archaeology training programs for non-archaeologist federal managers.
These are still being taught today, following his guidelines.

Salwen’s first and continuing research interest was the prehistoric Northeastern United States. His
dissertation integrated Rhodes Fairbridge’s work on post-Pleistocene sea level changes with data from a
series of archaeological sites, in order to address archaeological site formation processes. It remains a
standard reference in coastal studies. He wrote extensively about the period of European-Indian contact
in southern New England (cf., The Handbook of North American Indians 15, 1978), and conducted
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excavations at Fort Shantok, Connecticut, and Fort Ninigret, Rhode Island. As an archaeologist who was
committed to the salvage of information from threatened sites, and who became involved in local
projects, it was probably inevitable that Salwen began to work in urban settings. In 1970 he excavated
the remains of the original Dutch stockade in Kingston, New York, and after that worked in a variety of
cities, in a series of projects around historic houses (The Wycoff House, the Van Campen Inn, the
Adriance House, and the Vander-Ende Onderdonk site, to name just a few). He also observed the urban
research of archaeologists in such cities as New York, San Francisco, Boston, Atlanta, and Albany, and
consulted with many scholars from abroad in a wide range of cities in Europe, Great Britain, and Asia.
He began to think about the nature of urban archaeology and the contribution that archaeologists could
make to the understanding of cities. He considered both pragmatic and theoretical issues: What were the
limits of the urban site (building, block, or city)? Should we simply be doing archaeology in the city or
should we try to do the archacology of the city? What kinds of materials could be included in urban
archaeological analysis and did they all have to come from below the ground?

Salwen began to learn history, taking courses in historiography and archival research. He also wrote
about the distinction between method and theory, noting that too much of archacology was simply method
and technique, and that as such it was equivalent to ethnography, being essentially descriptive. He
suggested that our theory should come from anthropology, history, and other social sciences, allowing
us to generate significant research questions related to the processes and phenomena of urban settlement.
He and his students have been very involved in urban excavations, particularly in New York City. He
was always willing to share his extensive knowledge and experience in urban settings with others doing
similar research and was involved in many panel discussions on the conduct of urban archaeology.

Almost from the beginning of his career as an archaeologist Salwen was concerned with the
accelerating rate of destruction of the archaeological record. He expressed his concern in several ways.
As an individual he was an outstanding spokesman for archaeological resources, communicating
problems and precipitating action in a variety of contexts, through his enthusiasm and insight. He was
also active in many organizations involved with environmental protection legislation at federal, state, and
local levels. He worked as a consultant to the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency and the United
States Department of Interior, helping to develop federal policy, writing guidelines and regulations, and
developing standards for archaeological research.

He also participated in, and in many cases, helped to found a number of archaeological organizations
dedicated to preservation. In 1980—1981, he served as President-Elect and President of the Society for
Historical Archaeology, during which time the Harrington Medal was struck and issued for the first time.
He also served as president (and was a founding member) of the New York Archaeological Council, and
Professional Archaeologists of New York City. He was one of the incorporating directors of the Society
for Professional Archaeologists and a Senior Director of the National Preservation Institute. He was also
a board member of the Coordinating Council of National Archaeological Societies, the Association for
Field Archaeology, the Council of Northeastern Historical Archaeology, and the Society for Ethnohis-
tory. In 1983 he was awarded the Annual Conservation Award from ASCA. He was an active member
of many organizations: (AAA, SAA, AAAS, the New York Academy of Sciences, the New York State
Archaeological Association, and a number of other state and local organizations.

Salwen is survived by his wife Sarah Bridges, an archaeologist; five children, Peter, Nancy, Joshua,
Ethan, and Sarah Frances; and a grandson, James.

Nan A. Rothschild



106

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BERT SALWEN

PUBLICATIONS:

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

The Introduction of Leather Footgear in the Pueblo
Area. Ethnohistory 7(3):206—38. Bloomington, Ind.

Article: Anthropology and Archacology. In World
Scope Yearbook for 1960, pp. 69-71. World Scope
Publishers. New York.

Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s Yearbook for 1960,
pp. 69-71. Crowell-Collier Publishing Corp., New
York.

Sea Levels and Archaeology in the Long Island Sound
Area. American Antiquity 28(1):46-55. Salt Lake
City. (Reprinted in, In Search of Man: Readings in
Archaeology, Ernestine L. Green, ed., pp. 149-58.
Little Brown & Co. Boston.)

Field Notes: I.B.M. Site, Port Washington, L.I.,
N.Y. New York State Archaeological Association,
Bulletin 25:7-9. Ossining, N.Y.

Article: Anthropology and Archaeology. In World
Scope Yearbook for 1961, pp. 69—71. World Scope
Publishers. New York.

Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s Yearbook for 1961,
pp. 69-72. Crowell-Collier Publishing Corp. New
York.

The Reliability of Andre Thevet’s New England
Material. Ethnohistory 10(2):183-85.

Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s Yearbook for 1962,
pp. 76-78. Crowell-Collier Publishing Corp. New
York.

(with Timothy J. O’Leary) A Bibliography of the
Publications of William Duncan Strong. American
Anthropologist 65(5):1107-11.

Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s Yearbook for 1963,
pp. 136-38. Crowell-Collier Publishing Corp. New
York.

Archaeological Survey of the Hercules Powder
Company Properties Near Lewes, Delaware. Archae-
ological Society of Delaware, Bulletin, n.s., 4:14—
36.

Article: Archacology. In Collier’s Yearbook for 1964,
pp. 106-7. Crowell-Collier Publishing Corp. New
York.

European Trade Goods and the Chronology of the Fort
Shantok Site. Archeological Society of Connecticut,
Bulletin 34:5-39.

(with Ann Harvey) A Stratified Ceramic Sample from
the Muskeeta Cove Site. Nassau County Museum of
Natural History, Research Newslerter 1. Seaford,
N.Y.

Sea Levels and the Archaic Archaeology of the
Northeast Coast of the United States. Coastal Re-
search Notes 2(2):9-10.

Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s Yearbook for 1965,
pp- 99-101. Crowell-Collier Publishing Corp. New
York.

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY, VOLUME 24(1)

A Comment on Emery and Edwards’ ‘* Archaeological
Potential of the Atlantic Continental Shelf.”” Ameri-
can Antiquity 32(4):546—47. Salt Lake City.

Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s Yearbook for 1966,
pp. 99-101. Crowell-Collier & MacMillan, Inc. New
York.

Muskeeta Cove 2: A Stratified Woodland Site -on
Long Island. American Antiquity 33(3):322—40.
Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s Yearbook for 1967,
pp. 121-23. Crowell-Collier Educational Corp. New
York.

A Tentative “‘In Situ’’> Solution to the Mohegan-
Pequot Problem. In The Archaeology and History of
the Connecticut Valley Indian, Wm. R. Young, ed.,
pp. 81-88. Springfield Museum of Science, Publica-
tions, n.s., 1(1). Springfield, Mass.

Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s 1969 Yearbook, pp.
107-9. Crowell-Collier Educational Corp. New
York.

Archeological Resources. In Comprehensive Water
and Related Land Resources, Connecticut River Ba-
sin: Appendix O, A Report of History and Environ-
ment, pp. 0-213-0-277. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
National Park Service. Philadelphia.

Cultural Inferences from Faunal Remains: Examples
from Three Northeast Coastal Sites. Pennsylvania
Archaeologist 40(1):1-8.

Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s 1970 Yearbook, pp.
109-11. Crowell-Collier Educational Corp. New
York.

Human Paleoecology. Conservation Educator 3(3):
3,6,9.
Article: Archaeology. In Collier’s 1971 Yearbook, pp.
109-11. Crowell-Collier Educational Corp. New
York.

Test Excavations at the Zipser Lower Field Site,
Warren County, New Jersey. Archaeological Society
of New Jersey, Bulletin 28:1-15.

(with Ann Ottesen) Radiocarbon Dates for a Windsor
Occupation at the Shantok Cove Site, New London
County, Connecticut. Man in the Northeast 3:8—19.

Archaeology in Megalopolis. In Research and Theory
in Current Archaeology, Chas. L. Redman, ed., pp.
151-63. Wiley-Interscience. New York.

(with Ralph S. Solecki and Jerome Jacobson) Archae-
ological Reconnaissances North of the Brooks Range
in Northeastern Alaska. University of Calgary, Dept.
of Archaeology, Occasional Papers 1.

Article: Archaeology. In Funk and Wagnalls Encyclo-
pedia Yearbook, pp. 73—74. Funk and Wagnalls. New
York.

(with Sarah Bridges) The Ceramics from the Weeks-
ville Excavations, Brooklyn, New York. Northeast
Historical Archaeology 3(1):4-29.



MEMORIAL

1975

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

(with Sarah Bridges) Note on ‘* The Ceramics from the
Weeksville Excavations.”” Northeast Historical Ar-
chaeology 3(2):8.

(with Sarah Bridges and Joe! Klein) An Archaeological
Reconnaissance at the Pieter Claesen Wyckoff House,
Kings County, New York. New York State Archaeo-
logical Association, Bulletin 61:26-38.

Wall Map: Indians of Connecticut. Hearne Map Co.
Detroit.

Post-Glacial Environments and Cultural Change in the
Hudson River Basin. Man in the Northeast 10:43—
70.

(coeditor with Walter S. Newman) Amerinds and their
Paleoenvironments in Northeastern North America.
New York Academy of Sciences, Annals 288. New
York.

(with Sarah Bridges) Cultural Differences and the
Interpretation of Archaeological Evidence: Problems
with Dates. In Current Perspectives in Northeastern
Archaeology: Essays in Honor of William A. Ritchie,
Robt. E. Funk and Chas. F. Hayes III, eds., pp.
165-73. New York State Archaeological Association,
Researches and Transactions 17(1).

Introduction. In Early Papers in Long Island Archae-
ology, G. Levine, ed., pp. xi—xiii. Readings in Long
Island Archaeology and Ethnology 1. Stony Brook,
N.Y.

(with Geoffrey Gyrisco) Archeology of Black Amer-
ican Culture: An Annotated Bibliography. 11593
3(1). Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation,
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. Wash-
ington, D.C. (Reprinted in Archaeological Perspec-
tives on Ethnicity in America, R.L. Schuyler, ed., pp.
76—85. Baywood Publ. Co. Farmingdale, N.Y.)
(with Susan Mayer) Indian Archaeology in Rhode
Island. Archaeology 31(6):57-58. New York.
Indians of Southern New England and Long Island. In
Handbook of North American Indians 15, Bruce G.
Trigger, ed., pp. 160-89. Smithsonian Institution.
Washington, D.C.

Archaeology in Megalopolis: Updated Assessment.
Journal of Field Archaeology 5(4):453-59.
Archaeology: Partnership in Historic Preservation.
Journal of Field Archaeology 6(3):365—-66.

(with Sarah Bridges) Weeksville: The Archaeology of
a Black Urban Community. in Archaeological Per-
spectives on Ethnicity in America, R.L. Schuyler, ed.,
pp. 38—47. Baywood Publ. Co. Farmingdale, N.Y.
(with Sarah Bridges and Nan Rothschild) The Utility
of Small Samples from Historic Sites: Onderdonk,
Clinton Avenue, and Van Campen. Historical Ar-
chaeology 15(1):79-94.

Urban Archeology: The Past is Waiting to be Uncov-
ered. In Cities: The Forces that Shape Them, Lisa
Taylor, ed., p. 43. Cooper-Hewitt Museum, Smithso-
nian Institution. New York.

1983

1985

1986

1960

107

Foreword. In Archaeology in Urban America, Roy S.
Dickens, Jr., ed., pp. xiii-xvii. Academic Press. New
York.

(with Geoffrey Gyrisco) Urban Archaeology: A Se-
lected Bibliography. North American Archaeologist
3(3):259-70.

An Anthropologist Looks at Preservation. Livability
Digest 2(3):36-38. (Issues in Urban Archeology,
Robt. H. McNulty, ed.)

Indians of Southern New England and Long Island. In
Connecticut Archaeology: Past, Present, and Future,
R.E. Dewar, K.L. Feder, and D.A. Poirier, eds., pp.
79-115. Univ. of Connecticut, Dept. of Anthropol-
ogy, Occasional Papers. Storrs, Conn.

(with Lucianne Lavin) The Fastener Site: A New
Look at the Archaic/Woodland Transition in the
Lower Housatonic Valley. Archeological Society of
Connecticut, Bulletin 46:15-43.

Has Historical Archaeology Survived the Bicenten-
nial? An Inquiry into the Development of Historical
Archacology in the United States. Northeast Histori-
cal Archaeology 12:3-6.

Comments: Goals, Methods, and Accomplishments in
Army Archeological Resources Management. Ameri-
can Society for Conservation Archaeology, Proceed-
ings, pp. 63—66.

(Participant) Gomez Foundation of Mill House: Sem-
inar at the Mill House, February 20, 1983. Transcript.
Gomez Foundation for Mill House.

Comments [Evaluative Chapter]. In Urbanization and
Social Change in Historical Archeology, Nan Roths-
child, Joan Geismar, and Diana Wall, eds., pp. 219-
21. American Archeology, Vol. 5, No. 3. Albuquer-
que, N.M.

(coeditor with Anne-Marie Cantwell) Status Report of
the SAA’s 1984 Northeast Regional Conference. In
Regional Conferences Summary Report, Cynthia Ir-
win-Williams and Don D. Fowler, eds., pp. 78-95.
Society for American Archaeology, Special Publica-
tion. Washington, D.C.

The Development of Historical Archaeology in the
Coastal New York/Southern New England Region. In
The Historical Archaeology of Long Island: Part 1.
The Sites. Gaynell Stone and Donna Ottusch-Kianka,
eds., pp. 10-12. (Readings in Long Island Archaeol-
ogy and Ethnohistory, Vol. 7.) Suffolk County Ar-
chaeological Association. Stony Brook, N.Y.

Submitted for Publication:

The Development of Contact Period Archaeology in
Southern New England and Long Island. (for Sympo-
sium volume, Brown University Conference on Con-
tact Period Archaeology. Providence, R.1.)

REPORTS SUBMITTED TO CLIENTS AND
CONTRACTING AGENCIES:

(with Charles W. Ward) Test Excavations of Two Sites
in the Tocks Island Reservoir Area, New Jersey. To



108

1964

1966

1967

1971

1972

1974

1975

1976

National Park Service, Northeast Region. Philadel-
phia. :

(with Peter H. Cousins) Report on an Archeological
Survey of Seven Water Control Areas in Vermont and
New Hampshire. To National Park Service, Northeast

"Region. Philadelphia.

Archeological Survey of Six Water Control Areas in
Connecticut and Massachusetts, 1965. To National
Park Service, Northeast Region. Philadelphia.
Report on Test Excavations at Archaeological Sites in
the Hop Brook, Black Rock, and Sucker Brook Res-
ervoir Basins, Connecticut. To National Park Service,
Northeast Region. Philadelphia.

(with Sarah Bridges) Preliminary Report of Archaeo-
logical Field Work, Clinton Ave. No. 1 Site, June 14
to June 23, 1970. To Kingston Historic Landmarks
Commission (under grant from N.Y. State Council on
the Arts). Kingston.

(with Sarah Bridges) Report on an Archaeological
Survey in the Murderers Creek Drainage, Greene
County, New York. To United States Properties, Inc.
Athens, N.Y.

(with Sarah Bridges) Archacological Survey in the
Murderers Creek Drainage, Greene County, New
York: Supplementary Report Number One. To United
States Properties, Inc. Athens, N.Y.

Report of an Archaeological Reconnaissance in the
Cromline Creek Flood Control Area, Chester, Or-
ange County, New York. To U.S. Soil Conservation
Service. Syracuse, N.Y.

(with John Vetter) Report on an Archaeological Re-
connaissance of Fire Island, Suffolk County, New
York. To Jack McCormick & Associates, Inc. (for
National Park Service.)

(with John Vetter) Report on an Archaeological Re-
connaissance of the Long Island Lighting Company’s
Jamesport Property, Suffolk County, New York. To
Long Island Lighting Company.

(with Lorraine Williams and Bruce Eberle) Prelimi-
nary Report: 1974 Archaeological Investigations at
the Isaac Van Campen House, Sussex County, New
Jersey. In association with New Jersey State Museum.
(for National Park Service.)

(with Joel Klein and Hetty Jo Brumbach) Report of an
Archaeological Reconnaissance of Five Sections of
the Guilderland Sewer System, Albany County, New
York. To Town of Guilderland. Guilderland, N.Y.
(with Brenda Lockhart) Report on the Second Archae-
ological Reconnaissance of the 15-Inch Mohawk
River Interceptor Sewer Project, Schenectady, New
York. To Schenectady County Planning Department.
Schenectady.

(with Lorraine Williams) Final Report: 1974 Archae-
ological Investigations at the Isaac Van Campen
House, Sussex County, New Jersey. To National Park
Service. Philadelphia.

1978

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY, VOLUME 24(1)

(General Editor) Survey of the Archaeological Re-
sources of New York State: Pilot Study. Prepared by
the New York Archaeological Council for the Divi-
sion for Historic Preservation, N.Y. State Office of
Parks and Recreation. Albany.

(with Arnold Pickman) Analysis of Archaeological
Resources in the Vicinity of the Barney Circle Free-
way Modification Project. To National Preservation
Institute.. Washington, D.C.

Preliminary Assessment of Archaeological Resources
of the Proposed International Trade Center, Washing-
ton, D.C. (for D.C. Planning Board.)

Cultural Resources Assessment, U.S. Navy Surface
Action Group Homeporting Project, Stapleton and
Fort Wadsworth, Staten Island, N.Y. To Tippetts-
Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton, New York, for inclusion
in environmental impact statement.

National Register Nomination: Fort Shantok Archae-
ological Site, Montville, Connecticut. For Connecti-
cut Historical Commission. Hartford.

Appendix C: Cultural Resources Report. In Environ-
mental Impact Statement, Hudson Ridge Develop-
ment, Ossining, N.Y. To RPPW, Inc. Tarrytown,
N.Y.

(with Eugene Boesch and Arnold Pickman) Report on
Investigations of the Archaeological Potential of the
Bloomingdale Woods Project Area, Staten Island,
New York: Background Research and Reconnaissance
Level Survey. To RPPW, Inc. Tarrytown, N.Y.
Report on Spring 1987 Test Excavations at the Jacob
Adriance House Site (Queens County Farm Museum),
Bellerose, Queens County, New York. To Queens
County Farm Museum. Floral Park, N.Y.

(with Eugene Boesch) Report on a Phase 1b Archae-
ological Survey of the Prospect Point Development
Property, Ossining, Westchester County, New York.
To RPPW, Inc. Tarrytown, N.Y.

(with Leonard Bianchi) Documentary Study of the
Archaeological Potential of the Melrose Commons
Development Project Area, Borough of the Bronx,
New York City. Prepared for the NYC Public Devel-
opment Corporation. New York.

ReviEWS:

1960
1961

1963

1969

The Stony Brook Site and Its Relation to Archaic and
Transitional Cultures on Long Island (William
A Ritchie). American Anthropologist 62(4):728-29.
Preceramic and Ceramic Cultural Patterns in North-
west Virginia (C.G. Holland). American Anthropolo-
gist 63(2):444-45.

From Cabot to Cartier (Bernard G. Hoffman). Amer-
ican Anthropologist 65(2):447-48.

Debert: A Palaeo-Indian Site in Central Nova Scotia
(George F. MacDonald). American Anthropologist
70(6):1231-33.



MEMORIAL

1970

1971

1974

1976

1981

The Orringh Stone Tavern and Three Seneca Sites of
the Late Historic Period (Charles F: Hayes III).
Historical Archaeology 4:111-12.

Delaware’s Buried Past: A Study of Archaeological
Adventure (C.A. Weslager). American Antiquity
36(3):376-77.

Archeology in the Upper Delaware Valley: A Study of
the Cultural Chronology of the Tocks Island Reservoir
(W. Fred Kinsey IIl). American Anthropologist 76(4):
958-60.

First Americans (Film) (Craig Fisher). American An-
thropologist 78(2):359-60.

Indian New England Before the Mayflower (Howard
S. Russell). William and Mary Quarterly, July, pp.
517-19.

1982

109

Foundations of Northeast Archaeology (Dean R.
Snow, ed.). American Scientist 70(4):428.

ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS:

1963

1966

1967

1969

Midden Analysis: Examples from the Northeast
Coast. Eastern States Archaeological Federation,
Bulletin 22:12.

Post-Pleistocene Changes in the Northeastern Coast-
line. Eastern States Archaeological Federation, Bul-
letin 25:8-9.

Muskeeta Cove: A Stratified Woodland Site on Long
Island. Eastern States Archaeological Federation,
Bulletin 26:15.

Subsistence Patterns and Faunal Remains. Eastern
States Archaeological Federation, Bulletin 27 & 28:
13-14.



	bookmk1-Journals.pdf
	Welcome
	Main Menu
	Historical Archaeology
	Volumes 1-10 (1967 to 1976)
	Volumes 11-17 (1977 to 1983)
	Volumes 18-22 (1984 to 1988)
	Volumes 23-25 (1989 to 1991)
	Volume 26 (1992)

	Bibliographic Reference List to All Volumes
	Tips for Searching this Collection
	Adobe Acrobat Reader Help
	Exit


